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AMENDMENTS IN THE CLAIMS 

Plea^ cancel claims 19 and 22 without prejudice or disclaimer of its (their) subject 
matter, miend claims 1, 9, 15, 16 and 20, and newly add claims 23 and 24, as follows: 



1 . (Currently amended) An apparatus for discharging a sheet, said apparatus comprising: 

a tray on which disposed to receive a printed sheet is stacked in a stack : 

a holder supporting said printed sheet above said tra v. said printed sheet supported bv 

said holder not being in contact with the printed sheet on said trav : and 

a moving means for horizontally moving said holder in a direction perpendicular to a 

sheet discharging direction. 



2. (Original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, further comprised of said moving 
means comprising: 

a rack reciprocating perpendicular to the sheet discharging direction; and 
a driving means for driving said rack, 

said holder moving above the tray in association with a movement of said rack. 



3. (Original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 2, further comprised of said driving 
means comprising; 
a motor; and 

a pinion connected to a shaft of said motor and engaged with said rack, said pinion 
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receiving a motion transferred from said motor and transferring said motion to said rack. 

4. (Original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 2, further comprised of said driving 
means comprising a carrier including an ink cartridge, said carrier reciprocating in the direction 
perpendicular to the sheet discharging direction. 

5. (Original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 3, further comprising a lever having a first 
end and a second end, said first end connected to said holder, said second end connected to said 
rack, said lever pivoting in association with the movement of said rack. 

6. (Original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 5, further comprised of: 

said holder having a slot, said slot being of an arc shape for guiding a movement of said 
lever; and 

said lever having a first gear and a protrusion, said first gear mounted at said second end 
and engaged with the rack, said protrusion protruding from said first end to be inserted into said 
slot. 

7. (Original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 6, further comprising means for 
elastically biasing said lever to pivot in favor of the sheet discharging direction, said biasing 
means interposed between said holder and said lever. 
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8. (Original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 7, wherein biasing means is a spring. 

9. (Currently amended) An apparatus for discharging a sheet, said apparatus comprising: 
a tray on which a printed sheet is stacked; 

a pair of holders including a first holder and a second holder, said first and second holders 
mounted respectively on both sides of said tray, said pair of holders holding said printed sheet 
above said tra v, said printed sheet supported bv said pair of holders not being in contact with the 
stacked sheet on said trav : and 

a moving means for horizontally moving said first and second holders in a direction 
perpendicular to a sheet discharging direction. 

10. (Original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 9, fiirther comprised of: 

said moving means further comprising a rack reciprocating perpendicular to the sheet 
discharging direction and a driving means for driving said rack; and 

said first and second holders moving toward and away from each other in association 
with a movement of said rack. 

11. (Original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 10, further comprised of said driving 
means comprising; 

a motor; and 

a pinion connected to a shaft of said motor and engaged with said rack, said pinion 
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receiving a motion transferred from said motor and transferring said motion to said rack. 

12. (Original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 10, further comprised of said driving 
means comprising a carrier including an ink cartridge, said carrier reciprocating in the direction 
perpendicular to the sheet discharging direction. 

13. (Original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 11, further comprising: 
a first lever; and 

a second lever, each of said first and said second levers having a first end and a second 
end, each said first end connected to said first and said second holder respectively, each said 
second end connected to said rack. 

14. (Original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 13, further comprised of: 

each of said first and said second holders having a slot, said slot being of an arc shape for 
guiding a movement of said lever; and 

each of said first and said second levers having a protrusion protruding from said first end 
to be inserted into said slot. 

15. (Currently amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 14, further comprising means 
for elastically biasing said first and said second levers to pivot in favor of the sheet discharging 
direction, said biasing means interposed between said first holder and said firstlcvc r first lever 
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and between said second holder and second lever respectively. 

16. (Currently amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 15, wherein said biasing 
means is a spring. 

17. (Original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 16, further comprised of: 

said first lever comprising a first gear mounted on the second end of said first lever and a 
second gear engaged with said first gear and said rack; and 

said second lever comprising a third gear, said third gear mounted on the second end of 
said second lever and engaged with said rack, 

so that said first lever pivots clockwise on a shaft of said first gear in association with the 
movement of said rack and said second lever pivots counterclockwise on a shaft of said third 
gear in association with the movement of said rack. 

18. (Original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 17, further comprised of said rack 

having: 

a first part having first gear teeth engaging with said second gear; and 

a second part having second gear teeth engaging with said third gear, 

a length of said first part is longer than a length of the second part, said second part 

protruding in the paper discharging direction such that front ends of said first and second holders 

correspond to each other. 
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19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently amended) An apparatus for discharging a sheet of an ink-jet printer, said 
apparatus comprising: 

a tray on which a printed sheet is stacked; 

a pair of opposed and movable holders including a first holder and a second holder, each 
of said first and second holders holding said printed sheet above said tray, said first and said 
second holders mounted respectively on both sides of said tray; 

moving means for moving said first and second holders according to a width of a printed 
sheet in such a way that, to drop the printed sheet onto said tray, a distance between said first and 
said second holders is wider than said width of the printed sheet and, to hold the printed sheet 
above said tray, the distance between said first and second holders is narrower than the width of 
the printed sheet; and 

a pair of levers including a first lever and a second lever, each of said first and second 
levers having a first end connected to said holder and a second end connected to said rack; 
moving means. 

21. (Original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 20, wherein said holders within the ink- 
jet printer and are not exposed to the outside of the ink-jet printer when the ink-jet printer is not 
operated. 
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22. (Canceled) 



2 23. (New) The apparatus as claimed in claim 21, further comprised of: 

3 said moving means further comprising a rack reciprocating perpendicular to the sheet 

4 discharging direction and a driving means for driving said rack; and 
said first and second holders moving toward and away fi-om each other in association 

with a movement of said rack. 




24. (New) The apparatus as claimed in claim 23, further comprised of: 
each of said first and said second holders having a slot, said slot being of an arc shape for 

3 guiding movements of said first and second levers; 

4 said first lever comprising a first gear mounted on the second end of said first lever, a 

5 second gear engaged with said first gear and said rack and a first protrusion protruding from the 

6 first end of said first holder to be inserted into the slot of the first holder; and 

7 said second lever comprising a third gear mounted on the second end of said second lever 

8 and engaged with said rack, a second protrusion protruding from the first end of said first holder 

9 to be inserted into the slot of the second holder so that said first lever pivots clockwise on a shaft 

10 of said first gear in association with the movement of said rack and said second lever pivots 

1 1 counterclockwise on a shaft of said third gear in association with the movement of said rack. 



